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Review: Chiara Quartet continues excellence in Sheldon series

The Chiara Quartet continued its presentation of Beethoven string quartets Tuesday evening for the "Tuesday Nights at Sheldon" Hixson-Lied Concert Series presented by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln School of Music.

The three quartets heard Tuesday were the "String Quartet in F Major," Opus 18; the "String Quartet in F Minor," Opus 95; and the late period "String Quartet in E-Flat Major," Opus 127.

Chiara players are young and it is now spring, so no wonder the first movement of the F major quartet had such a brisk pace. Violinist Rebecca Fischer kept that pace with a steady hand on it all.

Nice tempo-bending in the slower second movement paved the way for cohesiveness in the Scherzo, and by the time the allegro finale had breezed by, the group's effort had won hearts in the house.

Chiara kept up the pace for the "Serioso," last of the "middle" period quartets.

Alluring bowing of the second movement's second theme by violist Jonah Sirota was key to marketing this section to the 150 patrons in the Abbott Auditorium.

Then Chiara poured on the schmaltz for the first part of the final movement, bending phrases and milking longer notes. It was a stark contrast to the final three minutes of the work, which jetted by with super speed.

Stamina and drive were to be the keys to success for executing the imposing E-flat major quartet.

The long, taxing adagio second movement was an exercise in teamwork. Everyone traded off the melody phrases beautifully.

The scherzando required precision, and the quartet answered with an amazing response. Difficult rhythms seemed a trifle for this well-molded ensemble.

The finale required more of the same drive. A real crowd-pleaser was Fischer's perfection with the highest notes, pushing the edge with razor-sharp intonation. Immediately at the work's conclusion the crowd stood and cheered.

A postscript: After his concert at the Lied Center for Performing Arts on Sunday, cellist Yo-Yo Ma eagerly awaited visiting with the quartet, embracing them with praise for their work. It was a tribute to the Chiara Quartet's marked growth at UNL.

Especially notable is the maturing of violinist Fischer.

She has immersed herself in the quartet genre with notable progress the past four years.
